Reading Rashi’'s Numbers:
A Guide to the Use of Rashi Script for Citation.

While named for the Medieval French scholar R. Solomon ben Isaac (Rashi), Rashi script is
actually An Italian Hebrew font used in the times that lead type would have chipped and
destroyed Hebrew characters printed at small point sizes. Rashi script, besides being used for
gloss commentary on folios of Jewish texts, isalso used for interlinear citation of Biblical texts
in Talmud, Mishnah and other Rabbinic writings.
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Rashi script can be used for numbers, often with a geresh to identify it asanumber. Add the
values together
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Examples  11=H)"' 12= 3" 13= ) 14="T7Y
42=3n" 5= 38=P2'  123=)D'

There is two important exceptions, the numbers 15 and 16, which in their simplest form would
be parts of the Tetragrammaton. Thus they are written differently adding from 9(P) not 10(?).

15="Y0' 16="1D'
In acitation the text would mention the book, then the chapter number. Verses are not cited. See
below for names of the books.

Examples  Genesis1=D' DEH3 Numbers 12= 3Y' 93703

Psalm 23 = 33' ©Y)OD Isaiah 16= ' VL
Note for Samuel and Kings there will be two numbers:

Examples: | Samuel 15=" ' YHMNE Il Kings 12= 3%' 3' D251
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Names of Biblical Books

In interlinear biblcal citations, The Sefer will also be marked in Rashi Script. For practice
reading and as refrence, here are the biblical text in Rashi script and square Hebrew.
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