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UNIT SEVENTEEN

PERFECT

1 Introductory text (Naz 3.6)
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If someone vows to be a Nazirite for a long period. fulfils the vow. and then ‘
enters the land (of Israel), the school of Shammai says. The person will still |
be a Nazirite for another thirty days, and the school of Hillel says, The ‘
person must fulfil their Nazirite vow (again) from the beginning. It happened

that Queen Helena, when her son went away to war, said, If my son comes

back from the war safely I shall become a Nazirite for seven years. Now her

son returned from war and she fullfilled her Nazirite vow for seven years. At

the end of the seven years, she went up to the land (of Israel) and the school

of Hillel told her that she would have to fulfil the Nazirite vow another seven

years. When the seven years ended, she contracted an impurity, and so it

turned out that she had to fulfil the Nazirite vow for twenty-one years.

1. The Nazirite vow is an ancient feature of Israelite life, which brought w
with it abstinence from wine and spirits, leaving the hair uncut, and avoid-
ance of contamination through contact with a corpse. It was still practised at
a late period, apparently despite some opposition from the rabbis.




